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TO KIS EONOR ‘HE LIEU TEN AN T-GOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL. 


WHERE AS Doctor David George McQueen, 

Stanley H. McCuaig, both of the City of Edmonton, Hugh 

Jd. wontgomery of the City of An ee eee 

S. Tuttle of the City of Edmonton, J. B.A. Macleod of the 
Gity ot Calgary, and.Charlee E.. Wileon, of, the City. of 
Edmonton, were on the 29th day of 1 Megane Pie 7 RD 1926, 
appointed by commission issued under the Great Seal of 
the Province, to eeeieade any cases in which 
difficulties, differences of opinion or hardships were 
alleged to have arisen as affecting minorities of 

either the United Church of Canada, the Presbyterian 
Church in Canade, the Methodist Church or the 
Congregational Churches, particularly with reference 

to places of worship, property and financial conditions 
generally, and to endeavour, by advice and counsel, to 
bring ebout s conciliation between any disputing 

parties, and an emicable settlement of all questions 

in difference or dispute, and to report the reeult 

of any su di investigcetion, with any Seren ts nope 


the t the seid Commissioners may see fit to meke. 


NOW THEREFORE the said Commissioners 


respectfully beg to report as follovs: 


Te Commission commenced its work on 


the. first day of June, 1926, the said J. E. A. Macleod, 
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and Stanley H, HeCuaig being appointed Chairman and 
Secretary respectively of the said Commission. Notice 


was given in the Alberta Gazette, and through the news 


columns of the press, thst applicetions from congregst- 


ional minority groups of any of the saiG Churches, 
would be received by the Chsirman or Secretary until 
the 10th day of July, 1926. As a result, requests for | 
intervention were received from congregations of the 
Presbyterian Church at Granum, Ranfurly, 75, Paes ee 
Wetaskiwin, Cayley, High River, Edmonton South, Killam, 
Stettler, Calgery, Vermilion and Fort Saskstchewan, 
while the Presbytery of Red Deer of the Presbyterian 
Church asked for e ruling of the Commission as to the 
cores of s manse at Loussans, which was claimed by 


the Presbyterian Church. 


Your Commissioners have endesvoured to 
deal with all situations brought before then, age 
such tact and csre as any applicetions of this nature 
demand, and despite the contentious nature of the 
applicationa, on the whole the sessions of the 
Commission vere generally marked with cordislity and 


good will. Althougn the personnel of the Commission 


was chosen from the United and Presbyterian Church in 


equal numbers, your Commissioners have endeavoured to 


approach a solution of the difficulty at each plece 
affected in en impartiel menner, and have been fortunste 
jn finding it possible to reach unanimous recommendations 


eave in one or two isolsted instences, 
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From the outset, it became epparent 
to your Commissioners, thet it was desirable in the 
interests of 211 parties concerned, that the 
epplications be heard on the ground, and thet the 
representations of the contending parties be heard 
in person, and for that resson the Commissioners 
visited a11 of the above mentioned points save 
Ranfurly, Stettler, Fort Saskatchewan and Lousana, 
where the applicetions were of sucha na ture thet 
they could be dealt with without a visit to the points 
effected. The procedure adopted when an application 
was received, was to forward to the applicant congre- 
getion a questionnaire, ansvers to which were filled 
in and returned to the Coamnission. The Secretary 
then forwarded a copy of such questions and answers 
to the respondent congregation. This enabled the 
Commission to have some idea of the general situation 
at the point effected, before it was visited, and 
meade it possible for the respondent congregstion to 
know something of the case which had to be met et 
the nearing. After this formality was completed, an 
itinerary was prepared, and the Commission proceeded 
to hear the epplications throughout the Province. A 
‘eareful summary of the evicence given at each sitting 
was taken, and the minutes of the sessions confirmed 
by the members of the Commission as s00n Porcen a bis. 
The Minute Book is aveilable, and is being handed in 


concurrently with this report. 
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In the following paragraphs the 


disposition made of each application is briefly set out: 


1 BAN FURLY: 


An application was received from the 

Presby terian congregétion at Ranfurly, esking that the 
United Chu ren of Canada (Church and Manse Board) transfer 
COeLL seo uke. oo GeO. IN LOCK 6., Ranfurly, Plan 8013-5. 
“The epplication was favorably received by the Commission, 
and as e result of an unenimous recommendation to the 
United Church, a transfer to the said lots was issued 

in due course to Trustees for the said congregation, and 
was duly received by the Trustees, and the whole metter 


in dispute here has been satisfactorily disposed of, 


2 JERIILION 


An application was hineieee from the 
Presbyterian congregstion at Vermilion for a shere of 
the former Presbyterian Church property, now held by 
the United Church of Vermilion. The application was 
opposed by the First United Church at thet point. 
After heegring representations from both congregations, 
the Commissioners unsnimously recommended to the First 
United Church et Vermilion that it should transfer to 
the Presbyterian Church at that point, the former 
Methodist Church, togetner with the land on which the 
Church ie actuslly built, the Presbyterian congregation 
to assume liability of the mortgages totalling at the 


time of the application, the sum of £800.00, the 
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Commissioners promising that they would endeevour to 

get the Church and Manse Boerd of the Presbyterian 
Church to pay off the mortgeges, and further under- 

_ taking that they would endeavour to obtain from the 
United Church Board holding the ssid mortgages, a 
reduction in the amount of the same. It was further 
recommended that the chairs, orgen and other furnishings 
of the Hethodist Church should remain with the 

pbuilding, but that the First United Church should have 
the privilege of removing the Sunday School Library 


end dishes belonging to the Ladies Aid, 


| The recommendation provided thet the 
transfer of the former Methodist Church property be 
effected in such manner that if within a period of 
three yeers from the date of the spplication the 
Presbyterian congregetion in Vermilion should decide 
by a vote of 75% of its then existing membership in 
full communion to be teken ate regulerly celled 
meeting of the congregation to unitewith the United 
Church of Canada, that the eaid Presbyterian congre- 
ge tion might take this property into such a union, 
proviced however, that ell sums, with a fair rate of 
iteccae which might have been advanced to such 
Preasbyterisen congregation by the Presbyterian Church 
by way of loan in paying off the existing mortgages or 
by way of advances for improvement of the property, 
should be. repaid to the Preebyterisn Church. 

The unanimous recommendations of the 

Commiesion were accepted by the Presbyterian congre- 
gration at Vermilion, the First United Church at that 


Most neclining to pecede to the same. 
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3. WETASKIWIN: 


An epplication was received from St, 
Andrews Presbyterian Chureh of Wetaskiwin, for a share 
of the former Presbyterian Church property at that 
point. Representatives of Knox United Church, then 
in the possession of the former Presbyterian and 
Methodist Churches, appeared on the application. 
After hearing representatives from both congregations, 
the Commissioners recommended to Knox United Church 
thet it should transfer to the St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, the former Methodist Church building, together 
with the lots, psrsonage and equipment, on the St. 
Andrews congregstion underteking to pay to Knox United 
Church, Wetaskiwin, the sum of $30.00 per month for a 
period of six years without interest, on the completion 
of which said payments, the ssid property to be owned 
outright by St. Andrews Presbyterian congregation. 
The unenimous recommendation of the Commissioners wes 
accepted by both congregations with some minor varietions, 


and the situation et Wetaskiwin is satisfactorily closed, 


4, FY ILUAR; 


An application was received from Knox 
Preabyterian Church et Killen, for sa sha re of property 
belonging to the United Church. The represcentatives 
of both congregations at Killam were present. Your 
Commissioners unanimously recommended that the United 
Church congregation at Killem should hsve the altemstive 
of peying the eum of $750.09 in cesh to the Presbyterian 


Cone tero won O1ao= perore the first day of April, 1927, 
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or paying a sum of $1000.00 in five equal annual instal- 
ments of $200.00 each, the first instalment of $200.00 
to be paid on or before the first day of April, 1927, and 
remaining instalments at an interval of every twelve 
months until the said swa of $1000.00 ve paid, 

The unanimous recommendation of the 
Commissioners was accepted by the Presbyterian congregsat- 
ion but the United Church congregation declined to follow 
the recommendation. 


NORTH HILT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


An application was recelved from the 
above congregstion for a share of the former North Hill 
Presbyterian property now held by it as a congregation of 
the United Church. Representatives of both congregations 
were present. Tne Commissioners did not consider this a 
case where an award of property should be recommended, 
but unanimously sugsested to the representatives of the 
two congregations, a union of the applicant congregation 
with another congregation of the same church in the same 
part of Calgary, and a similar recommendation to another 
congrega tion of the United Church in the same vicinity to 
unite wi th the North Hill United Church. 

Although no formal acceptance of this 
psiioumedativon has been received by the Commiesioners, it 
is assumed that the suggestion may eventually be carried 
out, and as far as this situation is concerned, it appears 


to be satisfactorily disposed of, 
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6. EIGH RIVER; 


An application was received from the 

Presbyterian congregstion in High River, for a share of 
tne former Presbyterian Church property now held by the 
United Church, Representatives of both congregations 
were heard, and the Commission subsequently unanimously 
recommended to the United Church in Hign River, that the 
Presbyterian congregation at that point should be given 
a lease for three years of the Methodist Church property, 
no rent to be paid for such psriod, and at the expiration 
of indie the ownersnip of the building should be in the 
Presbyterian Church congregation, which should have the 
right of moving the building to another site: that witn 
the Church there snould go one musical instrument, either 

piano or organ and seating accommodation. In addition 

it was part of the recommendation that the United Church 
transfer to the Presbyterian Congregation the Methodist 
parsonage, subject to an existing mortgage for the 
principal sum of $2000.00, texes to be paid by the United 
congregstion to tne date of tne transfer, viz. August 
3lst. ami interest on the mortgsge to be paid by the 
United Church to the same date. In the event of a sale 
of the parsonage property being effected before the 

proposal could be cmsidered by the respective congregat- 
ions, it was recommended that the Presbyterian congregtion 
be given any equity in the sale of the Methodist personage 
caAlczlsted on tne above basis, 

Tae unenimous recommendation. of, the 

Commissioners was in due course accented by the Presoyterian 
congregation, but tne United Church congregation declined 


toe carry out tne proposal. 
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ihe CAYLEY: 


An avplication was received from the 
Presbyterian congregation at Cayley for a share of the 
former Presbyterian property there. Representatives of 
both Presbyterian and United congregstions were heard, 
and the Commissioners unanimously recommenied that the 
proposal of the United Church at Cayley to sell to the 
Presbyterian congregation the former Presbyterian Hall, 
was one which should be accepted by the minority. The 
sale was to include one organy fitty chairess.one puloit, 
one heating stove, the lights then installed, one book 
case, one small oak table, the price to be $1000.00 cash, 
payable on or before January ist. 1927... The Commissioners 
recommended that there should be joint use of the building 
until July ist. 1927, the Presbyterian congregation to 
pay the sum of $5.00 per montn meantime until they get 
possession, that sum to inclu‘’ts heating and lighting, 

As above stated, the United Church at 
Cayley was prepared to carry out the above proposal made 
py it but the Presbyterian congregation declined to accept. 

Some time after the application was heard, 
a communication was received by the Commission from the 
aie ater of tne Prespyte rian congregation, requereting 
the intervention of tne Comnission in making a division 
of tne ar uiantt and furmishings of the former Presbyterian 
Hall, alleged to be Panes by the Ladiest Guild, to which 
the Commissioners invited a reply as to whether, in the 
event of re-opening the matter and proceeding to deal with 
a Givision of Church equipment, a possible division would 


be sccepted by the Presbyterian congregstion, as a final 
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adjustment of the metters in dispute between the two 
congregations. Concurrently the United Church congregat- 
jon was communicated with along this line, and subsequently 
advised the Commission ae follows:- "We are agresable 
to giving the continuing Presbyterian Church in Ceyley, 
the plano, twenty-five chairs and the pulpit of the 
Methodist Church as a final settlement of all differences 
over the Cayley property, and that same will be turned 
over upon surrender of the Duplicate Certificate of Title 
and transfer covering the (former Presbyterian Hall) 
property to she United Church." Upon receiving from 
the Presbyterian congregstion a refusal to consent toa 
settlement of its difterences on the lines proposed by 
Hy: United Church, the Comnissioners unanimously felt 
that no good purpose would be served by dealing further 
with the situation, and intimated to the Secretary of the 
Presbyterian congregation that the matters raised 
constituted in reality another application, and thst 
the time for receiving applications had closed on July 
LOth, 19267. 

The Commissioners are of the unanimous 
opinion that, unless the Presbyterian congregation at 
‘Cayley sees fit to carry out the recommendation of the 


Commlssion, nothing further can de done at this ‘point. 


An apolication was received from St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Cnurch, Lethbridge, for a share of 
the torner Knox Presbyterian propesty now held by Kno». 
United Church. Representatives of both congregations 


Were present. . After reserving the matter for further 
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consideration the Commissioners by a vote of five to 
one, recanmended to Knox United Church that it should 
transfer to the St. Andrews congregation in lethbridge, 
the manse and six lots surrounding it, owned by Knox 
United Church, upon the St. Andrews congregation paying 
to Knox United Church, the sum of $2500.00 in cash, 
This majority recommendation was accepted by St. paaews 
Presbyterian Church, but the Quarterly Official Board 
of Knox United Church has forwarded to the Commission, 
a copy of a resolution, intimating that at teretul. 
discussion, the Board felt that it would be impossible 
to get the congregation to accept such a proposition, 
ani that therefore the Commission be notified that it 


could not accept this proposition, 


fhe GRAHUM;: 


An application was received from the 
Presbyterian congregation in Granun, for a shere of the 
former Presbyterian Church property in Granun, now held 
by ths United Church at tn2eat point. Representatives 
of both congregations were heard, and the Commissioners 
unenimously recommended to the United congregation that 
it seen pay to the Presbyterian congregation tne sum 
of $500.00 spread over a five year‘period of $100.00 = 
yeer, end hand over to the Presbyterian eee a eae 
original Minute Book of the congregation if it could be 
located, and copies of the Ninutes of later congregational 
meetings, and of the session down to the time of the 
union of the original Presbyterian congregstion and 
original Methodist Congregation at Granum. These 
proposslis were accepted by both congregations, and 


nothing further requires to be done at thia point, 
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20. # DMON 


ONGREG: 


PRESBYTERIAN 


An application was received from the 
Strathcona Presbyterian congregation, Edmonton South, 
for a oe of the former Knox Presbyterian Church 
property (Edmonton South), now Knox United Church. 
Representatives of both congregations were heard, The 
Commissioners divided 3-3 on the nature of the 


recommendations to be made, 


Your Commissioners, Doctor David George 


MeQueen, Hugh J. Non tgome ry and Stanley H. McCuaig are of 
the opinion thst the Strathcona Presbyterian congregation 
should receive from the Knox United Church of Edmonton 
South, a sum of $5000.00, in cash, to relieve what to 
them is a manifest hardshiv, suffered by a substantial 
constitutency of Presbyterians residing on the south side 
of the Seskatchewan River. The establishment and maine 


tenance of a Presbyterian Church in Edmonton South vas 


a necessity long previous to the consummation of union, 


i 
5° 
4?) 


same sepplies with equal force today. It cennot be 
expected thet Presbyterians on the south side of the 

River will send their cnildren to Sundsy School, attend 
services, week nignt meetings, Ladies! Aid and ‘issionary 
Society meetings in First Presbyterian Church on the north 
side, nor is there sccommodation in First Church for then. 
From a financial point of view, alone, many of these people 
cannot afford to pay street railway transportation for 


theirs children to attend Churcn service and Sunday School. 
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In arriving at the recommendation which they make, the 
said Commissioners are not unnindful of the fact that 
¥271 0x United Church is the largest contributor in Alberta 
to the budget of the United Church, is free of debt and 
is in such a position financially as to be well able to 
make the said grant witnout in any way hindering As) 
work. The sum of $5000.00 with what tne Presbyterian 
congregation could gather together, would enable it to 
get a small church building underway. The said 
Commissioners would point out that the United Church 
congregations carrying on side by side in Edmonton South, 
- Wave church buildings and manse and parsonage, Sire to 
anything to be found in the average urban comnunity, and 
the ssid recommendation is made Tie cia wetter e chat bie 
hardship resulting to the Knox minority from the mote on 
union, should be to are small extent, shared by “aes 


majority. 


YoursConmisstomers Doctor Aubrey _S, 


Macleod, were of 


the opinion ttt no recommendation should be made for 

the relief of the complainant cmegregation. In ane view 
of the seid Commissioners tne organization erin new 
congregation by the minority of Knox Church, while 
probably convenient, was not, under the circunstances, 

a necessity. There are sufficient Church facilities 

in the City of Edmonton to accommodate the minority, who, 
ioe acini one or other of the aa Soe in that City 
which did not go into union, would share in the enjoyment 
of congregationsl vroperty built up in part by members 

of these congregations who withdrew therefrom and went 


into tne United Cnurch of Canads, This view of the said 


ant ,efewr Yedtti sabte coljeneen gi: . « i te qniviste af : a 
a ph 7 : : ‘- a : ; 7 


todé +4e% od¥ to Luthetaay tom 9 


a 
stie0lh et sotudinténoo teasater out eh ads a 
ben $do> to sast at (dorado cet inu eaten | 
ot eftn {sw ed of as “EC okonaickt Hotthadg @ ‘Mid st at 

eft upitebetd yaw “ne nt dvom tw dnssy bhan odd evar 
ectisitydestl air tate détw 0.00088 to mua ait cor 
ot ¢: efders Sicow ,toridsgo7 senda Dfvoo cottes staan. 
. btae off .vRvrebr gobofthd decide Sherr s 265 
dowd) Leste ed gett Hro tokor Biwow ecatobee toned 

tues comb ot eile vd shia oo aniytres enok} aa orate 
od Iaups ea bre enghe Ore 3 OP BE ber Sogudto avert 

bra .\iloucres redty sacceys arial Stet sd ot anigéyne 
eft fad} testified eft ot shen at nolbtsihrenitjeoses bleed ore 

ne atcov sft text wWitonic xoe® aft of nati ivest qidadean 

ens Yd Seretin ~Jhegxe Liemr oman o¢ ad dius. «tee Dea 
sot efem ed Blyoka noitednetgposs ne seu Cath geet 
wey ott nt io ES egecyen > faunhetqaes aie oe) Tohtes ont | 
ver @ to mottachrapae sal Ronee A 
of gf, wore nomi Td sation victherie tag: 
7 ; 


,pasnetempatio «df sehag Tor 8 He = | : a 
7 ley a i . 7 
setetiios? sasgdd: soe ; . ov | 
coe pea yi up: 
one  “ttaortos ond CAR | nt 
WL said ot ane 
tesco tte ent ot ered Rito 


1 : ; 2 4 
ie pe mw. y 7 


- Fourteen - 


Commissioners is supported by the fact that a substantial 
portion of the minority of Knox Congregation did not join 
in organizing Stratncona Presbyterian Congregation, but 
instead joined and are still members of First Churcn, 


Edmonton (North). Doubtless also there are numbers of 


‘others, not members of Fnox Church before the consummation 


of Union who, while resident in Edmonton South, worship 
in Churches situate on the North side of the River, 

| Your said Commissioners do not wish the 
foregoing to be taken as any criticism of the action of 
the members of Stratncona Congregation in organizing that 
congregation. This they had a perfect right to do, but 
the considderations set out become important when consid- 
ering a claim upon the property of Knox congregstion. 

| Further, while Knox is admittedly a 

flourishing congregetion, it must be remembered that 5 
hes no endowment and that its income is altogether 
dependent upon the voluntary contributions of its members 
and that such contributions can only be counted upon so 
long as tne odjects to whicn they are to be avplied 
commend themselves to the contributors, 

And further, your said Commissioners 
desire to point out that the inconvenience. created by 
resson of distance might, to a very large extent, be 
overcome by the organization of a Sunday School and slso 
branches of the Women's Missionary Society on the South 
side, such as has oveen ani is now the practice of centrsal 
coeregetions of tnis City. 

| Your said Cemnissioners feel that the 
imposition upon this emgregetion of a contribution of a 


substantial sim for the benefit of the complainant 
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congregation would be plsecing a hardship upon Knox 
congregstion, already weakened by the defection of a 


substantial minority of its members, 


1p FORT SASKATCHEWAN: 


An application was received from certain 
former supporters of the Presbyterian Church at Fort 
Saskatchewan, for a share of the former Presbyterian 
property. Representatives of the United Church at Fort 
Sa ska tchewan were prenent to oppose the application, 
Seater dealt with in Edmonton, for the reason that 
the Comnissioners became aware from the information in 
the questionnaire thst the situation was not one which 
would warrant any outlay by way of expense in travelling 
to Fort Saskatchewan. After hearing the representations of 
both the applicants and the United congregation, the 
Commissioners unanimously declined to recommend an award 
of vroperty, being satisfied that the interests of the 
applicants were sufficiently protected by securing from 
the United Church sat Fort Saskatchewan, a verbal undertaking 
that if the Presbyterian minority in Fort Seskatchewan 
desired to hold a service at that point on a Sunday, that 
the United Church would permit a service to be held in 
its chureh building at a time convenient to them, and 
would grant them the use of tne building, heated if necessary. 

In the main, the Commissioners essume that 
the recommendation has satisfied the local situstion at 


Fort Ssskatchevan, 


A letter was received by the Secretary of the 
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Commission from the Clerk of the Presbytery at Red Deer 
of the Presbyterian Church, esking the Commission to deal 
with the ownership end right of poesession to a manse 
building at Lousana, presently occupied by the United 
Church. The members of the Commission having heard 
something from sources otner than from the applicant, of 
the nature of the dispute, are of the unanimous opinion 
that no good purpose would be served by their attempting 
to deal with the matter. The Commissioners also had in 
mind the fact that the application was not from a local 


congregation, 


13. TILER: 


An application was received from the 
Presbyterian congregetion at Stettler, asking for a share 
of the former Presbyterian Church property at that point. 
A copy of the questionnaire forwarded to the Commission 
by tne applicant was sent to the United Church at that 
point, and ea date fixed for the nearing. On a date 
previous to the hearing, the Commission was advised that an 
indefinite adjournment of the application was desired 
by the applicant congregation. Since that time, althouzgn 
the Secretary of the Presbyterian congregation has been 
communicated with on a number of occasions, and although 
members of the Commission have offered to g0 to Stettler 
to hear the application, the situation appears to be one 
thet is not being pressed vy the Presbyterian Church, and 
tne Commissioners were unaninously of the opinion that 
no g0014 purpose would be served by dealing further with 


the matter, 
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GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS of Rev, Dr. David George 


MeQueen, Hugh John lf 


ntgomery and Stanley Harwood McCuaig: 


Your Commissioners Rev. Dr. David George McQueen, 
Hugh Jonn Montgomery and Stanley Harwood. MWceCuaig, regret 
that an unanimous rarormentation cannot be made. They 
desire however, for neat y oer to place on record their 
appreciation of the spirit manifested by the other 
Comnissioners, | 

In our opinion steps should be taken to see 
that relief should be afforded to Presbyterian con gregat- 
ions at Lethbridge, Killam, Edmonton South, High River and 
Mie hea bila gee | 

In the cases of Killam, High River and 
Vermilion, the unanimous recommendation of the Comnissioners 
should have been acceded to, In connection with Lethbriige, 
the recommendation which was arrived at by five of the 
Commissioners should have been carried out. In connection © 
with Edmonton South, we cannot but feel that the minority 
is entitled to a sum of $5000.00. ‘The Comnission, having 
used every reasonable effort by way of persuasion and 
donetaetion to toe, a satisfactory solution of the ~ 
problem in connection. with each application, and having 
found it impossible to effect settlement et the said five 
centres, we, the said Rev. David George McQueen, Hugh 
John Montgomery and Stanley Harwool McCuaig do recommend 
to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council, that 
unless the General Board of the United Church of Cenada 
undertakes forthwith to pay in cash by way of a reasonable 


allowance, in view of the hardship resulting from the 
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vote on union, to the following congregations of the 


Presbyterian Church, the amounts set out below totalling 


$17,750.00: 
Lethbridge $7500.00 
Ve 773.70", 750.00 
Edmonton South. 5000.00 
High River. 3750.00 
Killam, 750.00 


$17,750.00 


that the United Church of Canada Act Statutes of Alberta, 
1924, Chap. 41, be amended so as to provide that the 
comparatively large liquid assets of Robertson Presbyterian 
College, Edmonton, to the extent of $17,750.00 be made | 
available immediately for the relief of the said congre- 
gations in the proportions as outlined above, 

GENERAL RE 


COMMENDATIONS of Dr. 


Aubrey S. 


Tuttie, Charlies E, Wilson and J. EB, A. Macleod: 


Your Commissioners last mentioned desire 
to state that the recomendations to the various congre=- 
gations above set forth, concurred in by them, were so 
made and concurred in as the basis of conciliation 
between the contending congregations, and are not to be 
taken as in every case setting forth their idea of just 
settlements of the several complaints. In some cases they 
were the result of agreements entered into between the 
contending congregations with the help of the Commission: 
in one case (that of Cayley) the recommendation adopted 
en orfer oy the congregation of the United Church of Cenada, 


wnich comnended itself as being generous to your said 
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Commissioners, and also, we believe, to the other members 
of the Commission; and in other cases they were what 


appeared to be possible solutions of local difficulties, 


If the jurisdiction of the Commission had 
been to make binling orders instead of being merely 
advisory with a view to concilletion, your said Commissioners 
would feel that no relief should be given in cases where 
the slecrak tive ataretat can unite with another congregation 
of the same denomination, and where that was not possible, 
in cases in which any action would me Suit in merely 
transferring the hardship Af the majority by compelling 
them to raise and pay a sum of money or alienate Pr ooety 
necessary to the proper carrying on of the congregational 
activities. 

After the full opportunity given by your 
Commission for the bringing of complaints to its attention 
and the exhaustive examination given by it to complaints 
received, only four cases remain unsettled, in which your 
Commissioners either unanimously or by a majority made a 
recommendation of settlement to the cmereaation concerned 
and one in which the Commissioners divided evenly on the 
question of whether any relief should be given. The 
subject msiter in dispute in esch case is local property, 
in eae denominational boly at large has any 
proprietary interest. The. justice pcamntletine a corpor- 
ation such as Robertson College to relieve herdship 
sustained by a local minority does not commend itself to 
your said Commissioners, Further, while no complaints 


nave been made by them to your Comzissioners, doubtless 
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hardships similar to those considered by your Commissioners 
have been sustained by minorities of congregations which 


did not go into the United Church of Canada, 


Your Commissioners therefore, in view of 
the said facts, believe that any coercive action in the 
premises could not be other than haphazard and incomplete 


and recommend that no such action be taken, 


In conclusion your caid Commissioners wish 
to express their appreciation of the spirit of conciliation 
ehown in many instances by members of local congregations 
who appeared before the Commission, and of the fairminded- 


nese of their fellow Commissioners whose regret that no 


unanimous recommendation can be made they fully share. 


DATED this Trenty-fourth dey of January, 
Aci. 21927.. 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 
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ACCOPRESS*® 


30071 BLACK/NOIR — BG3007_ 
30078 -— RED/ROUGE -— BF3007 
"30074 -— GREY/GRIS — | 
30075 GREEN/VERT — 
30072 BLUE/BLEU — | 
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